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SUB J : UN CONFERENCE ON HUMAN SETTLEMENTS (HABITAT) 

REF: (A) STATE 108167 (B) STATE 123153 

1 . EMBASSY REGRETS TARDINESS OF RESPONSE TO REF A. PRESS OF OTHER 
DUTIES INCLUDING PREPARATIONS FOR TRADE MISSION AND DEPARTURE 
FROM 

POST OF ECONCOUNS HAVE LIMITED TIME AVAILABLE TO DISCUSS HABITAT 
WITH GOK OFFICIALS. NEVERTHELESS. WE DID DISCUSS POINTS MADE 
REFTEL WITH ABDULLA DAKHEEL AL-RASHEED, UNDERSECRETARY OF HOUSING 
AND DIRECTOR OF NATIONAL HOUSING AUTHORITY. HE IS THE MOST IMPORTANT 
SINGLE OFFICIAL IN HOUSING AREA IN GOK AND HE HAS PARTICIPATED IN 
REGIONAL PREPARATORY MEETINGS REGARDING HABITAT. 

2. DAKHEEL SAID GOK DEL WILL BE HEADED BY MINISTER OF HOUSING 
HAMAD MUBARAK AL-AYYAR. IN ADDITION IASSIM AL-SAYIGH OF KUWAIT 
UNIVERSITY, WHO IS ALSO MEMBER OF NHA, REPS FROM KUWAIT MUNICI- 
PALITY AND PLANNING BOARD AND PROBABLY SOMEONE FROM KUWAIT UN 
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3. WE CONVEYED POINTS NOTED IN REF A, HOWEVER, DAKHEEL 
INDICATED THAT KUWAIT FOUND GENERAL ISSUES BEING DISCUSSED 
AT HABITAT TO BE OF LITTLE LOCAL RELEVANCE. KUWAIT IS NOT POOR 
AND IS HIGHLY URBANIZED. MOREOVER, TRADITIONALLY GOK AVOIDS 
PUBLIC HOUSING AS PART OF ITS ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE EFFORTS, 
ALTHOUGH THIS BEGINNING TO CHANGE. AS FOR AVOIDANCE OF 
CONTROVERSIAL POLITICAL ISSUES WHICH ARE IRRELEVANT TO 
HABITAT ISSUES, DAKHEEL SAID GOK DEL WAS ESSENTIALLY 
TECHNOCRACTIC IN MAKE-UP AND NOT POLITICAL, BUT HE COULD NOT 
ASSURE AVOIDANCE OF PALESTINIAN ISSUES. 

4. COMMENT: DAKHEEL, WHO IS US EDUCATED AND ONE OF MOST 
IMPRESSIVE GOK OFFICIALS CANNOT ATTEND HABITAT BECAUSE OF 
PRESS OF OTHER DUTIES. HE IS MANAGING $4 BILLION HOUSING 
PROGRAM, AND IN NEXT FEW WEEKS WILL HAVE TO PURSUE REQUEST 
FROM KUWAIT PARLIAKTTOLOF SOME $3 BILLION IN NEW FUNDING. 
MINISTER OF HOUSING IS POLITICIAN OF BEDOUIN STOCK WHOSE 
ENGLISH IS LIMITED. ALTHOUGH HE HAS BEEN RESPONSIBLE FOR SEVERAL 
YEARS FOR SOCIAL AFFAIRS, INCLUDING CERTAIN SOCIAL ASPECTS OF 
HOUSING, IT IS UNLIKELY THAT HE WILL MAKE IMPORTANT CONTRIBUTION 
TO HABITAT. OTHER MEMBERS OF KUWAIT DEL ARE MIDDLE LEVEL 
OFFICIALS. IN SHORT, IT WILL NOT BE A STRONG DELEGATION. 

MOREOVER, GIVEN FEELING THAT HABITAT ISSUES ARE NOT ESPECIALLY 
RELEVANT TO KUWAIT AND GENERAL POLICY OF FOLLOWING ARAB 
CAUCUS AT CONFERENCES SUCH AS HABITAT, IT IS HIGHLY UNLIKELY 
THAT GOK DEL WILL BE OF MUCH HELP IN AVOIDING DISCUSSION OF 
PALESTINIAN ISSUES. 
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